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tradition during the reaction which followed the
downfall of the Empire, the Republic was indelibly
associated with victorious patriotism, with the defence
of the nation's frontiers, and the humiliation of foreign
kings.

u the fair
And fierce Republic with the feet of fire."

The oratory and journalism of the French Revolution
are greatly influenced by the work of three writers,
of whom two belong to the ancient and one to the
modern world. Cicero died in 43 B.C. ; Plutarch
flourished at the end of the first, Rousseau in the
middle of the eighteenth, century. The first was the
oracle of the dying Roman Republic ; the second
was a Greek who wrote when the Roman Empire was
in its fresh and splendid youth, and while yet the
memory of Freedom remained alive and fragrant
in the world ; the third was the son of a French
watchmaker and was born in the free city of Geneva.
In the Middle Ages the works of Cicero were the
favourite quarry for the grammarian and the school-
master, and it was only by slow degrees that he re-
conquered his fame as the supreme master of Latin
eloquence. Once established, his ascendancy was as
unchallenged in the sphere of prose style as that of
Aristotle in the sphere of thought. Preachers formed
themselves on Cicero ; advocates studied his methods
as part of their professional education ; his literary
work was found to contain a whole - discipline in
philosophy and politics. Mirabeau denounces the
Court in a speech modelled on the second " Catiline " ;
Robespierre replies to Louvet in the manner of the
" Pro Sulla/' And hardly less influential in another
way were the " Parallel Lives of Plutarch/' a bio-